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interests of the borough. Lady Goderich, " the accom-
plished and fascinating Viscountess/' as the local Liberal
organ called her, was indefatigable among the shop-
keepers and shipowners; Newman Hall, handsome
and persuasive, was a power at open-air meetings; and
a contingent of workers from Charlotte Street, under
the leadership of Bezer, the converted Chartist coster-
monger whom Maurice had appointed publisher of the
Christian Socialist, looked after the few local Chartists
and a much larger number of engineers and ships'
carpenters who, in accordance with a long-standing
Hull tradition, held their opinions in reserve for the
highest bidder.

The fight went merrily and sturdily, and the victory
was comparatively easy. At the nomination on July 7,
the hands held up for Clay and Goderich were in the
proportion of 50 to i. The polling was held on the
following day, and although this proportion was not
maintained, the majority in favour of the Liberal
candidates was substantial enough, being 431 on a
poll of 4,060.

In the course of the election, Goderich had more than
once been rendered a little uneasy by the mysterious
methods of his agents with the engineers and ships*
carpenters, and by the extraordinary demands for
secret-service money made upon him by Bezer and
others. His confidence in the converted costermonger
was, however, unbounded, and in the blaze of his victory
the last vestige of his misgivings disappeared. He set
himself complacently to think of how he should comport
himself in the new Parliament. He writes to Hughes
on July to :

" We did win a good fight, I take it, the chief praise
whereof is due to Burges and Bezer. I earnestly hope
I may be able to do some good in this Parliament; but
it doa't look as if it were going to differ much from the
last. I shall be alone in my glory, I take it. However,